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INTRODUCTION 
The Ontario Agri Business Association (OABA) commissioned MNP LLP (MNP) to carry out an economic 
impact study of the agri-business industry, including crop input suppliers, grain elevators and feed 
manufacturers in Ontario. 

In preparing this report, MNP carried out the following activities: 

 Conducted research and gathered industry data and statistics through agencies and sources 
such as Statistics Canada, Agricorp, Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB), Industry 
Canada and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. 

 Conducted telephone interviews with representatives from the crop input supply, grain elevator 
and feed manufacturing industries, as well as representatives from Ontario municipalities such as 
mayors and economic development officials. 

 Developed an economic impact model using the data collected through secondary research of 
published information and statistics. 

 Analyzed and summarized economic, social and community contributions, as well as industry 
trends, based on the telephone interviews and research of available statistics, articles and 
reports. 

 

ECONOMIC IMPACTS 
Economic impacts of crop input suppliers, feed manufacturers and grain elevators arise from direct 
expenditures on goods and services (e.g. machinery purchases, fuel expenses and transportation 
expenses), the employment of support staff and the generation of tax revenues for local, provincial and 
federal governments. Indirect and induced impacts arise from the linkages that exist with suppliers and 
other industries. Based on the revenue for the three agri-business industry groups (reported in the Profile 
of the Agri-Business Industry section below) and based on MNP‟s economic impact model using Statistics 
Canada multipliers, our findings for the sector as a whole are as follows: 

 Total output generated by crop input suppliers, feed manufacturers and grain elevators in 
the Ontario economy is estimated to be $4.9 billion. Direct output is estimated to be $2.9 
billion. Direct output supports a further $1.5 billion in indirect impacts and about $509 million in 
induced impacts.

1
   

 Total GDP generated by crop input suppliers, feed manufacturers and grain elevators in 
the Ontario economy is estimated to be $2.3 billion. Direct GDP is estimated to be $1.2 
billion. Direct GDP supports a further $707 million in indirect impacts and $410 million in induced 
impacts.  

 Approximately 22,736 full-time equivalent employee (FTE) positions are generated by crop 
input suppliers, feed manufacturers and grain elevators in the Ontario economy, including 
7,637 in direct, 7,938 in indirect and another 7,161 in induced FTEs.  

 Finally, we estimated that crop input suppliers, feed manufacturers and grain elevators 
generated $462 million in total taxation revenue, including $262 million to the federal, $163 
million to the provincial and $37 million to the municipal government.
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1
 For the purpose of this study, MNP used the gross margin, the difference between total operating revenues and costs of goods 

sold, as the input in the economic impact model for grain elevators and crop input suppliers. Therefore, the total output impacts 
generated by grain elevators and crop input suppliers are not reflective of the total gross value (“revenue”) generated by these two 
industries. For more information on our economic impact approach please refer to the full length report. 
2
 Please note that because tax revenues can regularly change due to modifications in tax policy, the tax revenue impacts in this 

report are estimates only and subject to change. They should be viewed as approximate in nature. 



 

 
 

ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: ONTARIO AGRI BUSINESS ASSOCIATION BY MNP LLP       2 

Table 1. Economic Impacts of Ontario’s Agri-Business Industry – Total Economic Impacts 

 
Output 
(‘000) 

GDP 
(‘000) 

Employment 
(FTE’s) 

Federal 
Taxes 
(‘000) 

Provincial 
Taxes 
(‘000) 

Municipal 
Taxes 
(‘000) 

Agri-Business Industry 

Direct $2,885,755
3
 $1,162,027 7,637 $133,407 $83,097 $16,992 

Indirect $1,521,595 $706,546 7,938 $79,531 $49,363 $12,834 

Induced $508,616 $410,085 7,161 $49,113 $30,436 $6,993 

Total $4,915,966 $2,278,658 22,736 $262,051 $162,896 $36,819 

 

Economic impacts by industry group are included in the full length report. 

 
As shown in the graph below, in terms of direct, indirect and induced GDP generated, the economic 
impact of the Ontario agri-business industry is comparable to that of the wheat, soybean and corn farming 
industry. The agri-business industry also amounts to almost a quarter of the very significant 
Ontario primary agriculture sector.  

Figure 1. GDP Impacts of Ontario’s Agri-Business Industry – Industry Comparisons 

 
Sources: MNP, Economic Impact Analysis: Grain Farmers of Ontario, 2012; JRG Consulting Group, Economic Contribution of the 

Ontario Farm Industry and Economic Impact of a Reduction in Farm Income, June 2010. 
 

  

 
                                            
3
 Please see Footnote 1 above. 
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As shown in the graph below, in terms of GDP, the direct, indirect and induced GDP impacts generated 
by the Ontario agri-business industry, farm sector and food and beverage sector are about ten times 
larger than the GDP generated by Ontario‟s electrical equipment, appliance and component 
manufacturing sector and three times larger than the motor vehicle parts manufacturing sector. 

Figure 2. GDP Impacts of Ontario’s Ag-Related Sectors – Industry Comparisons 

 

Sources: MNP, Economic Impact Analysis: Food and Beverage Processing Sector, 2012; JRG Consulting Group, Economic 
Contribution of the Ontario Farm Industry and Economic Impact of a Reduction in Farm Income, June 2010; Statistics Canada, 

Input-output Model, 2010. 
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PROFILE OF THE AGRI-BUSINESS 

INDUSTRY  
OVERVIEW  

For the purpose of this study, MNP will refer to the crop input supply, grain elevator and feed 
manufacturing industries of Ontario together as the Ontario agri-business industry. The graphic below 
shows the activities associated with each of the three industry groups. 

Figure 3. Agri-Business Industry Groups 
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VALUE CHAIN  

A value chain is a high level model of how businesses receive raw materials as input, add value to the 
raw materials through various processes and distribute finished products to customers. For the crop input 
suppliers, grain elevators and feed manufacturers, direct impacts arise from the industry‟s core activities 
while the indirect and induced impacts arise from the linkages that exist with suppliers and other 
industries. These related and ancillary industries include animal and crop production, food processing, 
ethanol production, agricultural and nutritional supplements manufacturing and many others.  

Ontario‟s agri-business industry value chain is shown in the figure below. 

Figure 4. Value Chain Graphic 
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AGRI-BUSINESS INDUSTRY GROUPS 
 

This section contains an overview of key statistics for the Ontario agri-business industry. MNP drafted this 
content based on available industry statistics from organizations such as Statistics Canada, Agricorp and 
Industry Canada.  

Because the available data sources for the three industry groups (i.e. crop input suppliers, grain 
elevators and feed manufacturers) differed, the types of statistics and reporting years differ 
somewhat across the groups.

4
 

Crop Input Suppliers 

Industry Overview 

Ontario‟s crop input suppliers supply a range of essential 
products, including seed, plant nutrients and crop protection 
products, as well as related services, to the province‟s 
horticultural and field crop sector. In 2012, Ontario‟s farm 
cash receipts for field crops, fruits and vegetables totalled 
just over $6.2 billion.

5
 

Ontario‟s crop input supply sector sells a wide variety of 
seeds, which are based on local growing conditions, 
planned end use of the crop and the management abilities 
of the individual producer. Crop input suppliers also provide 
Ontario producers with a wide range of fertilizers that supply 
plants with essential nutrients (nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potassium) and minerals required for healthy plant growth. 
Crop input suppliers use soil test results and crop removal 
data to develop science-based recommendations to help 
the crop meet quality and yield potential. The crop input 
sector is a strong supporter of the 4R Nutrient Strategy, an 
innovative and science-based approach that offers 
enhanced environmental protection, increased production, 
increased farmer profitability and improved sustainability. 
The 4R concept is to use the right fertilizer source, at the 
right rate, at the right time, with the right placement. 
Crop protection products protect plants against competition 
from weeds, insects and disease, allowing them produce 

increased yields per unit of land. 

The crop input sector also provides a wide range of science and technology-based services to farmers, 
including agronomy services, professional application of crop protection products and fertilizers and 
precision agriculture to improve nutrient placement and efficiency. Crop input suppliers aim to support the 
competitiveness of Ontario‟s agriculture sector to satisfy the needs of end consumers. Through an 
effective combination of science, technology and products, the crop input supply sector seeks to ensure 
that farmers are able to: 

 Protect their crops from diseases and pests; 

 Improve the quality and yield potential of their crops; and 

 Demonstrate environmental protection and environmental sustainability. 
 
  

 
                                            
4
 Crop input supplier statistics are mainly from Statistics Canada, Annual Wholesale Trade Survey, 2011; grain elevator statistics 

from AgriCorp, Grain Financial Protection Program, 2012; and feed manufacturing statistics from Statistics Canada, Annual Survey 
of Manufactures and Logging, 2010.  
5
 Statistics Canada, Farm Cash Receipts, 2012. 
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Industry Profile 

For the purpose of this study, we have used financial estimates for the Seed Merchant Wholesalers 
(NAICS 418320) and Agricultural Chemical and Other Farm Supplies Merchant Wholesalers (NAICS 
418390) combined, to provide a profile of Ontario’s crop input suppliers. 

Table 2 below summarizes key statistics for Ontario‟s crop input suppliers. 

Table 2. Ontario’s Crop Input Supply Industry Profile 
 

CROP INPUT SUPPLIERS6 

2011  
(unless otherwise noted) 

Annual Value 
($’000) 

Total operating revenue
7
 $2,840,769 

Sale of all goods purchased for resale $2,780,282 

Total expenses
8
 $2,788,305 

Total operating expenses $403,600 

Cost of goods sold $2,384,705 

Opening inventory $394,062 

Closing inventory $394,771 

Wages and salaries $157,072 

  

Number of establishments (2012) 201 

Total number of employees
9
 2,941 

Sources: Statistics Canada, Annual Wholesale Trade Survey, 2011 
Statistics Canada, Canadian Business Patterns, 2012 

Statistics Canada, Input-Output Model 

 
 

  

 
                                            
6 

MNP has separated out data for NAICS 41831 Agricultural Feed Wholesaler Distributors from NAICS 4183 Agricultural Supplies 
Wholesale and Distributors to get estimates that are more representative of Ontario‟s crop input suppliers.  
7
 Total operating revenues are revenues that are derived from the regular operations of a business. Revenues from non-operating 

sources such as interests and dividends are excluded. 
8
 Total expenses are the sum of costs of goods sold and total operating expenses. 

9 
Please note that employment estimates for crop input suppliers in Ontario were derived using a Statistics Canada Input-Output 

Model. For information on our economic impact approach please refer to the full length report. 
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Grain Elevators  

 

Industry Overview 

Grain elevator facilities are located throughout Ontario in geographical locations where grains, oilseeds 
and dry beans are grown by producers. The major crops handled by Ontario‟s elevator system include 
wheat, corn, soybeans, white and coloured beans, canola, oats and barley.  

Grain elevators receive grains, oilseeds and dry beans from crop producers and dry, clean, condition and 
store these commodities before marketing them into the domestic or export value chains. Grain elevators 
can be categorized into two main types of facilities, terminal/transfer elevators and country elevators. 

Terminal elevators (may also be referred to as Transfer elevators) are typically located with water access 
and play a key role in facilitating the movement of Ontario grains and oilseeds into the U.S. and global 
export markets via vessel shipments. These elevators may also be able to receive and ship by rail.  
Terminal/transfer elevators may also serve as a receiving point for grains and oilseeds being imported 
into Ontario/Canada, typically from Canadian or U.S. sources. Terminal/transfer elevators located on 
water are regulated by the Canadian Grain Commission under authority of the Canada Grains Act. 

Country grain elevators serve as the primary local delivery point for Ontario farmers during harvest and 
throughout the year. Ontario country grain elevators receive and purchase grains, oilseeds and dry beans 
grown by Ontario farmers and are regulated under the Ontario Grains Act. Country grain elevators 
typically receive farmer grains via truck or wagon delivery and ship via truck.  A number of Ontario country 
elevators also have rail access which allows them to ship and receive grains and oilseeds via rail.  
Country grain elevator operators also provide assistance to farmers with the marketing of their crop. 
Country elevators have access to marketing instruments such as futures and options to help producers 
hedge and reduce their financial and market risk. The country elevator sector has invested significant 
capital into storage capacity and grain drying equipment to facilitate primary deliveries of Ontario grown 
grains, oilseeds and dry beans. These Ontario grown grains and oilseeds are then merchandized into 
various value chains based on specific quality attributes, and processed into numerous value-added food 
and industrial products including flour, corn oil, corn syrup, cereal, vegetable oil, soybean meal, tofu, 
whiskey, animal feed and ethanol. 
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Industry Profile 

For the purpose of this study, we have used financial estimates provided by Agricorp for country grain 
elevators, terminal grain elevators and grain dealers located in Ontario to draft the industry group profile. 

Table 3 below summarizes the profile of Ontario‟s grain elevators. 

Table 3. Ontario’s Grain Elevator Industry Profile 

 

GRAIN ELEVATORS 

2012  
(unless otherwise noted) 

Annual Value ($’000) 

Total revenue $7,478,133 

Total expenses
10

 $7, 257,078 

Cost of goods sold $6,661,156 

Other expenses $406,633 

Net income $221,056 

Fixed assets $1,111,835 

Other assets $416,921 

Wages and salaries $97,003 

  
Number of establishments (2013)

11
 270 

Total number of employees 2,381 

Sources: Agricorp, Grain Financial Protection Program, 2012 
WSIB, Enterprise Information Warehouse, 2012 

 

 
  

 
                                            
10

 Total expenses are the sum of costs of goods sold and operating expenses such as depreciation, interests and other expenses.  
11

 OABA estimate in August 2013. 
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Feed Manufacturers 

Industry Overview 

Ontario‟s feed manufacturing 
sector supplies essential animal 
nutrition products, including 
complete feeds, supplements and 
premixes to livestock, poultry and 
aquaculture producers. Animal 
nutrition products represents the 
largest input cost for livestock and 
poultry production, accounting for 
up to 75% of total costs, depending 
on the species.

 12 

Ontario‟s feed manufacturing 
sector is a large value-added 
market for Ontario grown or 
processed grains and oilseeds, 
including corn, soybean meal, 
wheat, barley and canola meal. 
Most feed companies provide a variety of products targeted to specific species and their actual growth 
stage (starter, grower and finisher rations). Complete finished feed comes in many forms - it can be 
pelleted, or produced in a mash form, which is a fine textured feed. Feed is delivered to the farm in a bulk 
or bag format. Most feed companies have their own fleet of trucks that they use to deliver feed to farmers, 
and pick up raw ingredients. Feed companies may also retail feed to local markets through an established 
network of „dealers‟ located across the province. 

Feed companies employ knowledgeable sales and technical staff to provide technical expertise to 
producers. Nutritionists advise producers on what rations will provide the best results for their livestock or 
poultry. The feed industry has also filled a need within the producer community for information on new 
research and technology that was formerly provided by government extension agents. 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) enforces the Canada Feeds Act that regulates the 
production and sale of livestock and poultry feeds. 

In response to Food Safety, feed manufacturers have adopted Good Manufacturing Practices and Hazard 
Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) programs in order to meet the needs and requirements of both 
producers and processors. FeedAssure™ is a comprehensive feed safety management and certification 
program developed in 1999 by the Animal Nutrition Association of Canada. FeedAssure™ was the first 
feed industry HACCP program developed in North America and one of the first in the world. Certification 
under the FeedAssure™ program carries the weight of third party verification that safety controls are 
effective and are being followed. Over 50 Ontario feed manufacturing and related facilities, representing 
over 70% of Ontario‟s commercial feed production are HACCP-certified under the FeedAssure™ 
program. 

 

  

 
                                            
12

 Animal Nutrition Association of Canada, Canadian Feed Stats, http://www.anacan.org.vsd46.korax.net/en/resources-
links/canadian-feed-industry/canadian-feed-stats. 
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Industry Profile 

For the purpose of this study, we have used “Other Animal Food Manufacturing” (NAICS 311119) to 
provide a profile of the feed manufacturing industry. 

Table 4 below summarizes the profile of Ontario‟s feed manufacturing industry.  

Table 4. Ontario’s Feed Manufacturing Industry Profile 

FEED MANUFACTURING  

2010 Unless Otherwise Noted 
Annual Value 

($’000) 

Total revenue $1,612,714 

Revenue from goods manufactured $1,441,601 

Total expenses $1,541,138 

Total opening inventories $86,012 

Total closing inventories $89,576 

Exports  $51,406 

Imports  $125,064 

Wages and salaries $110,316 
  

Total number of employees 2,315 

Number of establishments (2012) 159 

Sources: Statistics Canada, Annual Survey of Manufactures and Logging, 2010 
Statistics Canada, Canadian Business Patterns, 2012 

Statistics Canada, Canadian Imports, 2010 
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KEY FACTORS AND TRENDS 

IMPACTING THE AGRI-BUSINESS 

INDUSTRY  
There are a number of internal and external factors or trends that have impacted Ontario‟s agri-business 
industry over the last several years. Main trends impacting the Ontario‟s agri-business industry are 
presented below. Trends related to primary agriculture, food processing, government policy and 
consumer preferences also impact the agri-business industry. Such value chain trends are described in 
the full length report.  

1. Strong Agricultural Production in Ontario. The agri-business industry serves one of the largest 
and strongest sectors in the province; agriculture. Ontario is one of the largest producers of 
grains and live animals in the country. In 2011, Ontario comprised 63% of the national seeded 
area for winter wheat, 6% for wheat overall, 64% for soybeans and 63% for corn.

13
 The rich 

agricultural lands and mild climate of southern Ontario allow for the production of more than 200 
agricultural commodities, including greenhouse and field vegetables. The livestock sector has a 
strong emphasis on dairy, poultry, hog and beef production, but also includes many other 
species. This diversity is another strength of the agri-business industry, which supports these 
sectors.

14  
 

2. Educated and Skilled Workforce. Education and training are a continuous need in the agri-
business industry to properly advise and support farmers while implementing new technology. 
According to MNP‟s industry interviews, the Ontario agri-business industry generally does well at 
attracting and retaining skilled and educated agronomists and feed nutritionists. New 
technologies and evolving consumer needs have changed the way that the agri-business industry 
operates today. Agricultural production methods and equipment are becoming increasingly high-
tech. By attracting and retaining skilled people, the agri-business sector is able to keep up with 
these trends. While generally seen as a strength, some of the industry representatives in our 
interviews indicated that finding labour with the right set of technological and agricultural skills is 
and will continue to become a challenge for their industry. Crop input suppliers noted that the 
overall labour pool has shrunk but at the same time the sector‟s labour demand has decreased 
and shifted due to new technology investments/improvements. 

3. Proximity to Local and International Markets. Agri-businesses benefit from being located in 
close proximity to their suppliers and customers. For instance, crop input suppliers located in rural 
communities benefit from being able to sell to and serve farmers where they operate. Also, grain 
elevators are typically successful when purchasing grain grown in proximity. Ontario grain 
elevators‟ major strength is that they are located in the largest grain and oilseed producer 
province in Canada and are able to purchase and sell grain in proximity. The province of Ontario 
is home to over 51,950 farms and about 3,000 food and beverage food businesses which are 
both suppliers and customers of the agri-business industry in Ontario.

15,16
 Furthermore, Ontario 

agri-businesses benefit from being located in a province with extensive transportation 
infrastructures and integration with the U.S. and global systems. Ontario‟s highway, rail and sea 
networks with advanced traffic-management systems help speed deliveries and connect agri-
businesses with markets across Canada, the United States, Latin America and other markets 

 
                                            
13 

Statistics Canada, Table 001-0017, Estimated Areas, Yield, Production, Average Farm Price and Total Farm Value of Principal 
Field Crops, in Imperial Units, Annual, CANSIM, 2000-2012. 
14 

Ontario Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, Ontario Where Good Ideas Grow, March 2009, 
http://www.investinontario.com. 
14 

Government of Ontario, Why Ontario: Proximity to Market, February 2012, http://www.sse.gov.on.ca/medt/investinontario/en. 
15

 Statistics Canada, Census of Agriculture, 2011. 
16 

Statistics Canada, Annual Survey of Manufactures and Logging, 2010. 

http://www.investinontario.com/
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around the world. Ontario agri-businesses‟ proximity to local and global markets, combined with 
the province‟s highly efficient transportation infrastructure, makes delivering products and 
services to market fast and convenient. 

4. Food Safety. The feed industry plays a significant role in the production chain of healthy and safe 
food products. The feed manufacturing industry strives to meet regulations and guidelines relating 
to the identification and control of risk, both in the ingredients used to produce feeds and in the 
processing of the feed itself. The feed industry also aims to be on top of food safety, traceability 
systems and best management practices and collaborates with members at different stages of 
the food chain to ensure the production of healthy and safe food products. Ontario‟s feed 
manufacturers have adopted Good Manufacturing Practices and Hazard Analysis Critical Control 
Point (HACCP) programs in order to meet the needs and requirements of both producers and 
processors. In addition, over 50 Ontario feed manufacturing and related facilities, representing 
over 70% of Ontario‟s commercial feed production are HACCP-certified under the FeedAssure™ 
program.  

5. Investing in Technology. Technology in the agri-business industry is advancing at an 
unprecedented rate. Precision farming, variable rate technology in crops, biotech enhanced 
crops, robotics and automation on farms are all examples of technology currently being used and 
offered by the agri-business industry. In MNP‟s industry interviews, a number of industry 
representatives indicated that technology is seen as an opportunity to further enhance efficiencies 
and innovation, boost their success at being environmentally compliant and improve traceability. 
For example, one of our interviews mentioned that combines can see yield results on a real time 
basis so that crop input suppliers, in turn, can immediately provide instructions on how to apply 
nutrients to farm clients; the interviewee commented that this is “a very positive impact of our 
operations”. In addition, social technology can have a positive impact on how agri-businesses 
engage and communicate with their customers. In Canada, the percentage of farms using the 
internet for farm business increased from 35% in 2006 to 56% in 2011. According to the latest 
census data, 45% of all farms in Ontario reported using high speed internet.

17
 

6. Regulation. Many aspects of agri-business operations, including labour and environmental 
compliance, are strictly regulated by multiple levels of government. With increasingly tight labour 
and workplace safety and environmental regulations, agri-businesses have to make significant 
capital and time investments to comply. Agri-businesses find the regulatory process difficult to 
follow, especially when the regulations are not fully applicable to businesses operating in rural 
environments. Environmental compliance was mentioned as a top concern across our industry 
interviews.  

7. Capital Intensive. A vast majority of agri-businesses use a large portion of their capital to buy 
new technology, equipment and machinery. High capital investment is required for agri-
businesses like grain elevators to manage large amounts of grain and oilseeds at the harvest 
period of the year. While this allows grain elevators to raise their productivity, it also means that 
they assume a greater financial risk.  

8. Seasonality. The agri-business industry is dependent on the agriculture sector, which is a highly 
seasonal sector. The agri-business sector has to competently manage seasonality, such as 
supplying fertilizer for a very short spring planting season, to be successful. 

9. Urbanization. Urban areas in Ontario are increasing in population and expanding. Livestock 
production is shifting away from urban. Increases in urbanization are putting pressure on the 
agriculture sector and agri-business operations in nearby areas, in terms of having to comply with 
stricter environmental regulations for instance.  

 
                                            
17

 Statistics Canada, Census Agriculture, 2006 to 2011. 
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 

BENEFITS  
Ontario‟s crop input supply, grain elevator and feed manufacturing industries also generate economic, 
social and community benefits that are often qualitative in nature. 

 Support of Local Companies and Industries. The agri-business sector is an enabler to both 
the agriculture production, and to some extent, the food processing sector. Agri-businesses 
supply farms with inputs as well as provide the infrastructure link to move grain and oilseeds to 
these sectors and end users. Interviewees surveyed by MNP generally felt that the crop input 
supply, grain elevator and feed manufacturing industries support service companies and 
industries in the province. Companies that exist to supply products and services such as trucks, 
technology and equipment can be considered economic spinoffs of the agri-business industry.  

 Contributions to Food Safety and Consumer Health. There are a number of programs and 
initiatives that feed manufacturers are involved with to protect consumer health and uphold 
consumer confidence in food products. For instance, agri-business industry members and 
associations like OABA are actively involved in providing food safety information, training, 
program development, compliance audits and networking opportunities to foster a culture of food 
safety.  

 Opportunities for Employment, Training and Education Programs. The majority of 
interviewees surveyed by MNP indicated that the industry creates opportunities for unemployed 
workers, trainees and interns within the communities they live. The crop input, grain and feed 
industries serve as the employer for about 8,000 Ontario residents throughout rural communities. 
Annual industry payroll for the crop input, grain and feed industries exceeds $250 million.  

 Professional Advice for Local Farmers. Over the past 10 to 20 years, government has cut back 
its outreach services to farmers and the provision of advice on crop and livestock production, 
leaving a gap that has been filled by OABA‟s membership. Agri-businesses are able to alert 
farmers to risks and opportunities because they live in the same communities and therefore 
understand and can relate to farmers‟ needs. Agri-businesses now regularly provide services and 
guidance to farmers on seeding, growing and nutrition. 

 Community Involvement and Volunteerism. All of the agri-business interviewees surveyed by 
MNP indicated that they contribute to the development of their community by participating in and 
supporting school activities, volunteer activities or local community events.  

 Recreational and Infrastructure Areas. A few of the agri-business interviewees mentioned local 
community hockey rinks, which received predominant financial support from industry members, 
as did the building of local hospitals.  

 Opportunities for Tourism. There are multiple agricultural initiatives that attract tourism in 
Ontario. For instance, there are local farmers markets, forage clubs, local fireworks, the local 
rodeo and the annual local agricultural fairs, all of which receive funding and constant support 
from the crop input supply, grain elevator and feed manufacturing industries.  

 Contributions to Sustainability. OABA has identified that environmental compliance and 
meeting and maintaining compliance with airborne emission standards established by the 
government of Ontario is an ongoing priority for the grain elevator, feed manufacturing and crop 
input supply industries.  
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